Having got excited, he may have forgotten my request
and his promise, and I have no doubt was reluctant to see
me before the question was disposed of, knowing I should
be unwilling to bring it up after such disposition. But
this is unavoidable, for I must consult him as to Ben Smith
and other cases hinged in with this.

The news from the army continues favorable, and it
seems impossible for the Rebel leaders to continue much
longer to hold out. Everything is giving way to the Union
forces. The currency is getting into better shape, but
there will be still tremendous struggles and revulsions be-
fore its sound restoration can be accomplished.

March 20, Monday. Seward sends me a half-scary
letter from Sanford, who is in Paris, that Page intends
coming out of Perrol and fighting the Niagara. I do not
believe it, though, were Page a desperate and fighting man,
it would be probable. But Page wants power. Not un-
likely his associates have come to the conclusion that there
is no alternative, and that he must make up his mind to
fight. Under this stimulant he may do so, but I have my
doubts.

Craven is a good officer, though a little timid and inert
by nature. The occasion is a great one for him and will
rouse his energies. I wish he had smooth-bores instead
of rifles on his vessel, provided they have a conflict; wish
he was more of a rifle himself.

I apprehend Seward has been cheated and humbugged
in regard to this vessel by the Rebels and the French, and
I am not satisfied with the part Denmark has played.
Our Minister does not appear to have been efficient in the
matter, or if so, it has not been disclosed. The State De-
partment is mum, troubled.

March 21, Tuesday. Called on the President this morn-
ing concerning the Smith case. Asked if the same course
should be pursued with Ben as with Frank. He said yes